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THE HEADLINES
•

Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang says holding ULB polls with 33 per cent

reservation for women is constitutional obligation.
•

395 candidates in the fray for the February 1 election to urban local bodies in

Nagaland.
•

Chief minister TR Zeliang calls upon people of Nagaland to use fuel efficiently.

•

Union Minister MJ Akbar says technology revolution is sweeping the country.
<><><><><>

Nagaland Chief Minister, TR Zeliang said that holding the ULB polls with 33
per cent reservation for women in the state is a constitutional obligation that
the State Government cannot escape from. Addressing NPF party candidates
from 9 Town Councils at the party Head Office in Kohima yesterday, Mr.
Zeliang said reservation for women in ULBs was not brought about by any
enactment of the Parliament or the State Legislature but is a Constitutional
provision as provided by Article 243 T of the Constitution. He said that those
who have filed their nominations have not done anything wrong but are
following the laws provided and required by the Constitution of India as well as
adhering to the principles and ideologies of the NPF. The Chief Minister
further lamented that what is a Constitutional obligation to be performed by
the State Government has been misunderstood, misinterpreted and even
politicized in certain cases.
<><><><><>
Altogether 395 candidates remained in the fray for the February 1 election to urban local
bodies, ULBs in Nagaland. According to the State Election Commission, SEC, 72
candidates from 13 town and municipal council across Nagaland state withdrew their
nominations yesterday bringing the total withdrawal to 140. SEC said a total of 535
candidates from ruling Naga People's Front, Congress, BJP and Independents had filed
nominations for 26 out of the 32 Municipal and Town Councils in the state. No
candidates are in the fray in six ULBs as several tribal bodies which are opposed to

holding election with 33 per cent seat reservation for women, organized picketing and
bandhs to foil any attempt for filing nomination.
<><><><><>
12 candidates are in the fray for Tening Town Council Civic Poll scheduled by Nagaland
State Election Commission on 1st February, 2017. The final list of candidates was
declared on the last date of withdrawal of candidature yesterday. A notification issued
by Thsuvisie Phoji, Additional Deputy Commissioner and Returning Officer of Tening
Town Council said that out of 9 Wards, 3 Wards will contest with 2 females in
Women Reservation seat and 1 Ward in open seat by male candidates which also
includes 6 candidates who are standing unopposed . Altogether, 13 candidates filed

the nomination with 9 on NPF tickets, 1 INC and 3 Independent with 6 female
and 7 male.
<><><><><>
In Phek district, an angry mob vandalized houses of three candidates who defied the
direction of the Chakhesang Public Organization, CPO and refused to withdraw their
nominations for the ULB elections. The three candidates had filed nominations on NPF
tickets from Ward 1, 2 & 3. Properties inside the houses were ransacked while vehicles
were overturned and damaged by the enraged mob. The situation reportedly calmed
down only after the police resorted to blank firing to disperse the mob. Following the
incident, the Phek District Administration promulgated Section 144 CrPC in Phek town,
which prohibited the assembly of three or more persons. Heeding to the directive of the
CPO, 7 candidates –5 Independent and 2 NPF-- withdrew their nominations. According
to reports, 8 NPF candidates from Phek Town have been excommunicated and
banished from Chakhesang region in Phek district with effect from yesterday for a
period of 7 years as per customary law. Meanwhile, CPO in collaboration with
Chakhesang Youth Front held a rally in Phek town yesterday against holding of ULB
elections.
<><><><><>
The Lotha Hoho in a meeting with the public of Wokha town, surrounding villages and
Lotha frontal organisations yesterday, resolved to boycott the ULB elections. The Hoho
in a release informed that a meeting of all the colonies of Wokha and Bhandari towns
will be held on January 20. The resolutions adopted in this meeting will be presented to
each colony and each colony will meet the next day for follow up action of the

resolutions. It was also decided that the Lotha Hoho will hold a general public meeting
on 28th of this month where the resolutions of the January 20will be presented for
implementation.
<><><><><>
Chief minister TR Zeliang has called upon the people of Nagaland to use the fuel
efficiently by inculcating various habits such as walking, cycling, sharing vehicle, use of
public transport and avoiding using of motor vehicles unnecessarily. In his message on
the month-long campaign on Oil Conservation, being organised throughout the country
by the Petroleum Conservation Research Association under the aegis of the Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas, along with Public Sector Oil and Gas companies, Zeliang
emphasized on creating awareness on the need to conserve oil and natural gas. He
said our country’s import bill is high and always dependent on the rate of global crude
oil prices, and it has become imperative for the country to devise ways and means of
reducing dependence on imported energy.
<><><><><>
Union Minister of state for External Affairs MJ Akbar today called upon the Banks and
Financial Institutions to work together for the development of the poorest of the poor
especially in rural areas. He said the digital revolution that is sweeping the country at
present will help in eliminating poverty and corruption. The Minister was addressing
media in Hyderabad today after formally inaugurating the DigiDhanMela. Mr. Akbar

said the measures taken for encouraging digital economy have brought in the
biggest ever revolution in the country so far. He said the digital payments are
important for improving livelihood of common people especially in rural
areas. The DigiDhanMela has provided a single platform to seek information
about all banking services. This includes opening a fresh bank account to online banking, mobile banking, digital payments, payments through apps. The
Mela brought all banking services together under one roof to spread
awareness about digital banking services among people.
<><><><><>
Nagaland Home Commissioner & Commissioner & Secretary Health & Family Welfare,
Abhijit Sinha said full immunization in Nagaland is below 60% falling far behind the
national level. He emphasized that immunization should be carried out in such a way
that no child is missed out. Mr. Sinha was speaking at the State Task Force meeting on

Intensified Pulse Polio Immunization (IPPI) & Mission Indradhanush (MI) Phase-4 held
in Kohima yesterday. He also appealed church leaders to help in creating community
awareness on the importance of immunization so that children’s health could be
secured.
<><><><><>
Thanghilmang Lunkim from Nagaland is among the 25 children from across India
selected for the Indian Council for Child Welfare’s (ICCW) National Bravery Awards
which will be presented by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 23rd of this month. Lunkim,
a class six student, had saved the life of another student after the latter had fallen into a
river while crossing the Mezoma Bridge on September 15, 2015. While on his way from
school, Lunkim saw the student being washed away by the force of the current,
prompting him to jump into the river and save his life.
<><><><><>

In Meghalaya, Mawlynnong village has become a role model for other states
in maintaining cleanliness. Termed as Asia’s cleanest village, Mawlynnong
has become tourists' hotspot with over 500 tourists from across the country
and abroad visiting the village daily, which is located 80 kilometers away from
capital Shillong. According to reports, to maintain its reputation as clean
village, all 550 villagers carry cleanliness drive on every Saturday. Through
cleanliness, the villagers have created opportunities to earn money as the
village has become tourists' prime destination in North East. Recently, the
village headman of Mawlynnong was invited to Vibrant Gujarat to explain its
success story. The village authority said, several other states have expressed
their willingness to adopt Mawlynnong village as role model in maintaining
cleanliness.
<><><><><>

