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Nagaland Chief Minister, TR Zeliang said that holding the ULB polls with 33
per cent reservation for women in the state is a constitutional obligation that
the State Government cannot escape from. Addressing NPF party
candidates from 9 Town Councils at the party Head Office in Kohima
yesterday, Zeliang said reservation for women in ULBs was not brought
about by any enactment of the Parliament or the State Legislature but is a
Constitutional provision as provided by Article 243 T of the Constitution. He
said that those who have filed their nominations have not done anything
wrong but are following the laws provided and required by the Constitution
of India as well as adhering to the principles and ideologies of the NPF. He
further lamented that what is a Constitutional obligation to be performed by
the State Government has been misunderstood, misinterpreted and even
politicized in certain cases.
||<><><><><><><><><>||
Altogether 395 candidates remained in the fray for the February 1 election
to urban local bodies, ULBs in Nagaland. According to the State Election
Commission, SEC, 72 candidates from 13 town and municipal council
across Nagaland state withdrew their nominations yesterday bringing the
total withdrawal to 140. SEC said a total of 535 candidates from ruling
Naga People's Front, Congress, BJP and Independents had filed
nominations for 26 out of the 32 Municipal and Town Councils in the state.
No candidates are in the fray in six ULBs as several tribal bodies which are
opposed to holding election with 33 per cent seat reservation for women,
organized picketing and bandhs to foil any attempt for filing nomination.

||<><><><><><><><><>||
In Phek district, an angry mob vandalized houses of three candidates who
defied the direction of the Chakhesang Public Organization, CPO and
refused to withdraw their nominations for the ULB elections. The three
candidates had filed nominations on NPF tickets from Ward 1, 2 & 3.
Properties inside the houses were ransacked while vehicles were
overturned and damaged by the enraged mob. The candidates were not in
station during the time of incident. The situation reportedly calmed down
only after the police resorted to blank firing to disperse the mob. Following
the incident, the Phek District Administration promulgated Section 144
CrPC in Phek town, which prohibited the assembly of three or more
persons. Heeding to the directive of the CPO, 7 candidates –-5
Independent and 2 NPF-- withdrew their nominations. According to reports,
8 NPF candidates from Phek Town have been excommunicated and
banished from Chakhesang region in Phek district with effect from
yesterday for a period of 7 years as per customary law.
||<><><><><><><><><>||
The Angami Youth Organisation, AYO has asked those candidates for the
ULB polls who have been ex-communicated by their community to refrain
from relocating themselves to Angami areas in Dimapur and Kohima. AYO
directed such individuals to immediately relocate themselves elsewhere, if
not AYO will take its own course of action to any extremity.
||<><><><><><><><><>||
Information and Broadcasting Minister M Venkaiah Naidu cautioned
students aspiring to become journalists against mixing news and views. Mr
Naidu said every budding young journalist should have an open mind to
acquire maximum knowledge to present the perspective in an objective

manner. The Minister said this yesterday while inaugurating the Indian
Institute of Mass Communication, IIMC's first PG Diploma course in Urdu
Journalism, 67th Diploma course in Development Journalism and the
launch of IIMC Journal “Communicator" in New Delhi.
||<><><><><><><><><>||
Nagaland Home Commissioner & Commissioner & Secretary Health &
Family Welfare, Abhijit Sinha said full immunization in Nagaland is below
60% falling far behind the national level. He emphasized that immunization
should be carried out in such a way that no child is missed out. Sinha was
speaking at the State Task Force meeting on Intensified Pulse Polio
Immunization (IPPI) & Mission Indradhanush (MI) Phase-4 held in Kohima
yesterday. He appealed church leaders to help in creating community
awareness on the importance of immunization so that children’s health
could be secured.
||<><><><><><><><><>||
BJP yesterday lodged a complaint with the Election Commission (EC)
against Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi for co-relating Congress
party symbol with gods. Talking to media after meeting the EC in New
Delhi, party leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said, Mr Gandhi has violated
Model Code of Conduct by doing so and his remarks may influence the
voters. He said, the Commission assured to look into the matter and take
necessary steps.
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